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TO THE READER.
THE following phenomenon, happen-

ed within the circle of my acquaintance,

and the truth of it here is unquestiona-

ble ; although it may appear incredible

to many—an omen which I conceive to

Sforebode threatening and judgment on our
land, by the great Ruler of nations and
worlds, whose penetrating eye views
with impartiality the most minute
proceedings of his creatures, and will

bring all nations wunder his govern-

" ment by the arm of his almighty pow-

er. | G. W.
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{HE SWORBD,
on
A SIGN FROM HEAVEN.

AR -

' F EFLING it a duty mcumbent on
e to communicate to my fellow men,
what has been so remarkably revealed to
me.—I shall attempt to communicate, as
far as my memory and illiterate abilities
will admit, a faithful narrative of a most
remarkable phenomenon of which I was
an eye witness.

On the 26th of March 1798, as I was
on my journey witha team from Wood-
stock, 1n Connecticut, the place of my
nativity, to Burlmgton in Vermont, on
the evening of the 27th of said month.—
I called for entertainment at the house of
Capt. J. Bissell, Innholder in Chelsca—
after some time spent in the evening in
conversation with some gentlemen- on the
unhappy situation of our country, itsre-
lative situation, as it respects foreign pow-
ers, its internal divisions, &c. by reason
of so many designyng characters among
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us who are actuated more from sinister
views than any real patriotic zeal for the
general welfare ; with a mind b#rdened
with these reflections, I retired to my
lodging, at an early hour: Whether the
conversation of the evening had a tenden-
cy to influence the vision of the night, I
will not pretend to determine, but asno
one ever pzaid less attention to the ram-
bles of mopus than myself, I conceive
there must be something evidently super-
natural in: the singular phenotmenori I am
about to relate.

A few minutes before the clock struck
one, as I conceived, I awoke, turning
my eyes towards the window, beheld an
uncommon gleam of light which induc-
ed me to leap from my bed, I looked out
but nothing uncommon appeared, it be-
ing no other than an agreeable twilight
night, 1 again got into bed with a view
of getting a little more refreshment by
sleep, but it was without effect. After
musing some time on the conversation
of the evening and the events which caus-
ed it; I was surprised at something re-
sembling a field piece and the clashing of
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swords, as ‘I conceived, which I saw
plainly through the window, at the same
time a oright light appeared in the room,
as though the moon in the height. of its
lustre had shone directly upon me, I rais.-
ed myself in bed but immediately sunk
back with terror and surprise, and lay
some minutes motionless, at length me-
thought I heard an audible voice which
I conceived not human, call to me by
name, and said arise and give ear to the
messenger of Heaven, for you shall be
witness of the signs which shall be given
of the perilous days which are coming
upon the earth, by reason of the innume-

rable sins and dissensions so _prevalent

among mankind, especially in this favour-
ed land, for saith the Lord—*¢ 1 Aave de-
livered this people like the children of Is-
rael from the tyranny of a powerful na-
tion, and fuin would have gathered them
as a hen gathereth her chickens under
her, but they would not hearken to the
voice of wisdom—they have become a re-
bellous and disobedient people, lusting as
it were after the luxuries of Egypt,
boasting in their strength, and pregnant

-~ . &.h
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with evils innumerable, but their peace ss
destroyed, wars and rumours of wars shall
they abound, both national and civil. the
father shall rise against the son and the
son against the futher, for a great and
powerful nation have I chosen to be a
scourge unto all other nations of the earth,
cven the most haughty shall bow to them,
for the race is not to the swift nor the
battle to the strong, but by an Almighty
arm all the nations of the earth shall be
made to know that the most high reigneth;
this nation shall lay waste your sea-ports
and utterly destroy your navigation, she
shall infect your sea-coast with the fleets
of all the conquered nations, sad her ar-.
mies shall swarm round you like the flies
and gnats of Egypt, for a season ; until
they shall know that the Lord giveth and
teketh at his pleasure. And for a sign
of these times shall you be witness of the
Angel descending with a long Flaming
Sword in his hand, w/zic/'zh shall turn to ev-
ery point, to prepare the way for usher-
ing e‘/ze Glogou]z Day ; tlzgﬁf shall the
Sword be transformed into an Olive
Branch, which shall arise and overspread
the horizon, and appear as emblematical
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of the harmonious day in whick all na-
tions and lenguages shall be gathered in-
to one fumily, and all become of one heart
and mind, to serve under the peaceable
government of Him whose Sceptre sways
all worlds.”

After such a discourse, which I con-
ceived more than human, my readers may
weil think me a stranger to sleep the re-
mainder of the night, for neither tongue
nor pen can describe theagitation of mind,
or the trembling situation of my frame—
I can truly say with the Belshazer when
he saw the finger writing on the wall, my
knees smote one against the other; tho’
I found myself more composed on ma-
ture deliberation, when I could not but
consider ayself as highly favoured in be-
- Ing a bearer of the divine message.

As the clock struck three, I arose from
my bed and prepared my team, paid my
. fare and sct out on my journey, without
making known to the family the singular
occurrence of the preceding night, though

my mind was so truly fixed on what had
past, that it was with much irregularity
that I proceeded on my journey. I had
“Rot got on my way more than one mile
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and ahalf, before my team, which consis-
ted of four oxen and a horse, in tull speed,
were instantly stopped as though hushed
by a mighty hand; I unthinkingly bid
them go on, but without effect; for at
the same instant, a bright light appeared
to overspread the herizon, and an Angel,
or some supernatural Being, as I conceiv-
ed, descended and stood erect in the air
but a little distance before me, dressed
in along unfoiled robe, with a Flaming
Swo d mn his hand ; and I can say with
Daniel, I wasalone and without strength;
and he said unto me, ‘“stand on thy feet
and giye ear to the words which I shall
speak.” And as I stood trembling, and
recollecting the vision I was under the
influence of a few hours before : 1 lifted
up my eyes and beheld his face, which
hid the appearance of lightning, and his
eyes were as lamps of fire; the Sword
which he held in his hand, to appearance
was about thirty fect long, the hilt of
which was variously ornamented, it ap-
peared of pure gold set with stones of va.-
rious hues, the blade of which resembled
firc ; and I cast up my eyes and beheld
a bow in the cloud, beautifully variega.;

v



10

ted, much resemblmg a rainbow, incive-
hng a constellation of sixteen stars, dif-
ferently diversified, there being nine to
the southerly part of the bow of a most
beautiful azure, in the centre of which
appeared an Olive Branch richly decora-
ted with golden tuds, the seven to the
northof a deep crimson,and all very trans-
parent brilliant, which afterwards sepa-
rated, the nine of the azure fell to the
south and the seven of a crimson to the
north, attended with a heavy rumbling
in the air, like the rushing of many armies
to battle ; at which I fell with my faceto
the ground where I lay 1n a profound re-
verie for some time, at length I thought
I heard an audible voice articulate and
say, all these are signs by which you
shall know what isto befall the nations
now in the latter days.

Woe unto the inhabitants of the land
for their sins and ingratitude, in wars and
rumours of warsshall they abound, their
fields shall be crimsoned with blood of
their own citizens, and nothing but la-
mentation and mourning’ shall be ' heard
to echo through the lonely valley until all
the tares and brambles of the earth shall

y__-
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be plucked up and demolished from the
face thereof; by the pestilence which
walketh in darkness and by the sword
which lays waste at noon day, for there
shall be such a destruction as shall greatly
thin the inhabitants of the earth, both by
war, pestilence, and famine, until there
shall arise a Branch from the root of Jes.-
se, who shall perform such remarkable
wondersthroughthe power of the Almigh.
ty God as shall effectually convince the
world of his divine authority, and shall
cause eventually the remnant of all nations
to be of one heart, one mind, and one
Religion, when there shall be no more
wars among mankind, who will ever af-
ter be in the strictest bonds of mutual
friendship, professing unfaining love to
God and one another ; and the Jews and
Gentiles shall coincide in sentiments, and
become one and indivisible, declaring
Jesus Christ to be their only king and
sovereign, and as he ended, proclaimed,
father thy will be done on Earth as in
Heaven, and may all the people say
AMEN. -

AND as he spake these words I look-
ed and behold the Sword which he held
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in his hand was' transformed into an Ol-
ive Branch, .which grew and overspread
the horizon, under which a reflection of
light presented to my view a long and
spacious landscape covered with innu.
merable hosts of beings like unto the stars
of Heaven, worshipping and praising him
who is King over all there: the lion lay
down with the lamb and the beast of the
earth; and the fowls of the air were ming-
led together in concert, and nothing but
love unutterable appeared among them,
and as it ascended a voice proclaimed,
glory to God in the highest, peace on
Earth and good will to men, e. .

ALrL the echo of which I feel on my
face in amazement and terror. How
long I continued so, I cannot tell, but
when I came to myself the mighty ap-
pearance so lately before me had vanisgs
ed from my sight, and I journeyed on,
contemplating on the wonderful works
which I had seen, an:! determining to lay
them before the public, by whom I hope
1t will be read with candor,

From their humble Servant,
TIMOTHY P. WALKER.



